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reverence for the idea of virginity to the percola-
tion of Indian thought, into China, and such may
possible be its origin* But it is easy to understand
that it might have arisen spontaneously, from those
high. conceptions of womanly honour that are
inseparable from the stability of patriarchal institu-
tions, joined to that historic commemoration of the
heroic women of the matriarchate which has already
been mentioned.

THE FAMILY IN INDIA

In India, as in China,, the perpetuation of the
family is regarded as the paramount duty of the
individual to the commonwealth. There is a like
desire for male posterity, made universal by a similar
rule that only a son can offer the sacraments of the
dead to the* spirits of his forefathers. But the practice
of adoption is very frequent, and the intervention of
a priestly class, in the form of domestic chaplains*
makes this element somewhat less, central to the
Hindu system than to the Chinese, amongst whom
the father is also the celebrant.

As throughout Asia, the family is undivided, arid
in the vast households of this type, domestic matters
are entirely in the governance of women* Servants
are few in the inner or women's apartmenis, and
even women of rank and wealth give more time, and